
When visiting Alaska, dressing in layers is recommended any time of year.  This is particularly important during the winter months when conditions can change more drastically from one day to the next.  Temperatures may vary, even throughout the day, so bring sweaters, vests and jackets that may be added or removed for comfort.  Check the weather forecast before you go for the latest conditions (www.weather.com). 
Dress in Alaska is casual so jeans, sweaters and casual shoes are appropriate attire, even for dinner.  Here is a suggested checklist for what to pack in your suitcase:

· Camera / Video Camera – be sure to capture Alaska on film!  Don’t forget the extras such as: film, batteries, lenses and chargers. Remember to put your film in your carry-on.
· Back Pack or Tote Bag (medium to large) – handy for storing extra layers
· Binoculars / Spotting Scope 

· Long-sleeve shirts, sweaters, and sweatshirts – warmth and general protection 

· Winter Jacket (wind proof with a hood preferred) – an important outer layer
· Fleece Vest or Pullover – a versatile item for layering your clothing
· Waterproof Shoes/Insulated Boots (ankle high preferred) - make sure you bring comfortable shoes or boots with good traction for walking. 
· Ski or rain pants – keep you dry
· Hand/foot warmers – particularly if you chill easily (available for purchase in Alaska)
· Warm socks – keep your feet nice and toasty
· Sunglasses / Sunscreen/Lip Balm – Even in the winter months, Alaskan sun shines bright
· Gloves / Hat / Scarf / Neck Warmer / Face Mask 

· Long Underwear - particularly if you plan to participate in outdoor activities, this extra layer is an important one.
· Toiletries & Any Necessary Medication - pack toiletries, clothing, and other items in clear zipper top bags. This makes it easier to repack if your bag is searched while also ensuring that items that could leak are sealed in a bag. Extra plastic bags are handy for storing dirty or damp clothing.
· First Aid Kit  - for minor emergencies, pack a first aid "kit" in your carry-on.
· Identification and/or Passport, Credit Card – Drivers license and major credit card in driver’s name is required for vehicle rentals, government issued identification must be presented with airport, train, and ferry check-in, and many hotels require credit cards for incidental charges. 

· Watch/Alarm Clock - it’s easy to lose track of time when you’re having fun!
· Swimsuit - your hotel might include hot tub, sauna or pool facilities
· Contact Information - Bring cards with your contact information to give new friends and mailing labels for sending postcards to friends at home.
· Keep in mind airline and security changes – pack any questionable items in your checked luggage, be prepared to turn on your laptop computer at security if you bring it, and be aware of your airline’s baggage allowances and weight limits.
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